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Timeline

Approval to go to Public Consultation 12.01.23

Consultation 20.02.23

Consultation Ends 03.03.23

CAC for final approval May 2023
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District Regeneration Frameworks – A Place of Great Potential & Challenge

20,750 Residents

65,000+ Students

55,000+ Working Population (pre Covid)

c. 2,000 Businesses (pre Covid)

: 10% Cowcaddens / Townhead

Regional Hospital (Global 100)

Cathedral /High Street /Canal + Clyde

2 Universities (incl. University of the Year) 

Top 3 in World Performing Arts Education 

Top 10 in World Art + Design School 

Largest FE College in Scotland

Scotland’s First Innovation District (GCID) 

National Cultural /Creative Economy



Glasgow ‘Zero +’ Map

Planned Investment+ Interventions



(Y)our 

Complementary 

City

Yin Yang



(Y)our City Centre projects

Dynamic InteractiveMap of Priorities
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District boundaries

Main existing parks

Main river andcanal

Greennetworkof connectedparks

Existing residential

Universitycluster
Public transport clusters

Royal Infirmary cluster

Arts, culture, retail, nightlifeandhistory cluster

Mixed residential andculture, retail, nightlife

CentralshoppingDistrictBuchananStreet/SauchiehallStreet

Newspaceto liveandto work

Newlocalcentres

Curatable plaza

Existingornew “High Streets” 

Repairingthe M8 severance 

Proposednew “Park andRide”hub

Existing train station

Existingsubwaystation 

Suggestednewsubwaystation

Suggestednewmetro/tram station
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Considered from the city-scale perspective,

several areas of attention are relevant for

the wider City Centre. These need careful

coordination between the different scales,

so that we can achieve an integrated

development of the North-East, that all

Glaswegians can benefit from. It is

important to note here that ecological,

economic and social sustainability, rather than

an area of attention in itself, will be

interwoven in everything that wedo.
3.1 (Y)our well connected North-East

Enhanced infrastructure and mobility

All areas of the North-East should be easy to reach

in various ways. This means ‘completing’ the public

transport network, facilitating car traffic smartly and

selectively, promoting active travel, and making it easier

and safer for slow traffic to navigate the city.

3.2 (Y)our great spaces and streets
Network of public and natural spaces 

The North-East shouldn’t just be well-connected, it should 

alsobepleasanttomovethroughthecityandfeelwelcoming.

3.3 (Y)our thriving North-East
Intensified programme

By considering the city-wide network of functions,
amenities and activities, gaps and the potentials for
filling those gaps will arise. This way, we can provide
Glaswegianswitheverythingtheyneedwithin closerange.

3.4 (Y)our enablersof change
Howto organise transformation

To be able to deliver lasting and meaningful change, it is

crucial to create an effective governance and engagement

infrastructure catering to city-wide issues as well as local

neighbourhood matters.
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3.0 North-East City Centre Framework
Thematic guidelines for the regeneration of the North-East City Centre



District Project Name Project Description Theme 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

Townhead

Cowcaddens

Learning

Quarter

Merchant City

Pilot Circular Economy, Climate 

Emergency and Climate 

Adaptation actions in local 

Districts

Explore opportunities to coordinate a place-based, local package of 

measures, which will create interventions which local businesses and 

residents can engage with.

Transforming

Townhead

Cowcaddens

Learning

Quarter

Merchant City

Continuous Active Travel 

Networks

Implement active travel routes and People Friendly Streets for each of the 

NE districts which connects to the areas immediately beyond the city 

centre and the Avenues.

Well

Connected

Townhead

Cowcaddens

Learning

Quarter

Merchant City

City Centre Open Space Network

Collate all of the open space proposals across the NE DRFs in to a single 

coherent plan. The city centre wide green-blue integrated infrastructure 

network will be considered as part of this.

Geat Streets and Spaces



Retail, hospitality, business 
andculture GlasgowGreen- history, 

events, recreation

TheClydeshouldbecomea
great linear urbanriver park

TheBarrasmarket is a
lively andcreative area

HighStreet at the centre 
of the District

Collegeland is reshaping this 
part of the district

Thetrain triangle is a big 
obstacle to urbandevelopment

Merchant City
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Relation North West - City Centre strategic projects

1 Strategicprojects as drivers for change

1. Great Streets and Spacesas
Strategic connections

2. Reinstalled High Street

3. Dissolving M8 Barriers

4. RiverPark

5. Opened-up Buchanan Cluster

2 Key development areas

1. M8 productive &creative City

2. Heartof Townhead

3. Knowledge cluster

4. TheCalton/ Barras

5. Culture cluster

Train trienglearea 

Knowledgecluster zone

Transport network implementation 

Existingto bedemolishedor disposal

Driversforchangetobeupgraded:(Y)ourGreatStreetsandSpacesasStrategicconnections

Drivers for changeto beupgraded:HighStreetasHighstreet

Drivers for changeto beupgraded: Openened-upBuchananCluster

Drivers for changeto beupgraded:RiverPark
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There are several locations and situations of such complexity and importance

for the city as a whole, that high-level strategic coordination is needed.

Partnership working will be critical to achieve successful delivery and
positive impacts to improve the everyday city experience and

performance.

Strategic projects

Required interventions in the Merchant City with city-wide impact
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CLIMATENEUTRAL

INNOVATION DISTRICT

Tourist maps have a knack of showing the hierarchies of a

place:highlighting key destinations, places and activities of interest, both

programmaticallyandspatially, giving a senseofa diverse districts
withdistinct identities, andoutlining the main routes to get there. Here is

theproposed Framework for the Merchant City; introducing and describing

thekeyattributes of thefutureplace. It suggestsa dynamic, spirited

andcreative place;well connected,with great streets andspace

networks.Athriving placetransformedthroughcollaborationandcommunityaction.

FutureMerchantCity’sVision

‘Tourist map’ with main anchors, routes and destinations
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0 IMMEDIATE

• Undertakefeasibility testinganddesign to reimagine

High Streetasaplacefo peopleand interchange 

aroundHigh Streetstation.

SHORTTERM

• Workwith the local community,businessesand 

stakeholders to trial High Street Piazza,aspart of the 

Merchant City Festival, SummerStreets Programme,of 

throughanewPlaza Programmeakin to NYC.

2/4 MEDIUMTERM
• Monitor the temporary arrangementand develop

designs that respondto findings,creating ashovel

readypublic realm scheme.

LONGTERM

• Implement improvements to High Street stationand

High Street itself to createanewpedestrian arrival 

Piazza and strongersenseof identify, legibility, and 

arrival.

Keystakeholders

Glasgow City Council (lead) with SPT and local community.

Working with business, active travel, public transport and

publicopenspacestakeholders.

Impact/ reach/ term
High Impact / City Project / Medium to LongTerm

Justifications / observations

This project promotes economic growth to the east and

north east of the city, as well as highlighting the importance

of the public transport network and connections between

public transport and active travel. The project supports the

repopulation of the City Centre as well as climate and carbon

agendas.

High Street Station is arguably the eastern gateway to the City

Centre, the moment at which people alight a train and experience

the city, or the point at which people transition from the residential

east to the urban core by bike or on foot. It should be a point

of welcome and signal to people that they have entered one of

the most entertaining, energetic, and diverse cities in Europe.

High Street station is located on High Street, south of George

Street / Duke Street creating an arrival space on High Street that is

constrained, underwhelming and lacks clear legibility and identity.

Development sites are being transformed all around the area;

with education, business, and civic functions flourishing all

around and an increasing population beginning to occupy

new homes and office spaces, making High Street station

a key moment and a key artery into the evolving city.

This project envisages the upgrade of the High Street station

experience and arrival space. Creating a work-class station

environment and embedding that within a welcoming, legible

public space that inspires people to explore and use the public

transport network. High Street itself should provide space for

people, restricting vehicles at points to create a new station Piazza

for orientation and enjoyment whilst prioritising public transport and

active travel tocreateahealthy andclimate-safe interchange.
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MC1.2HighStreet Station Upgrade

Creatingawelcominggateway to the city, embeddedin apleasantpublic space

Action plan
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+5

0 IMMEDIATE

• Continueto engagewith the local communityand 

campaignregarding the Ingram StreetCarPark site 

andthe MerchantCity Parkproposal.

• Agreeandmaintain restoration of public accessto 

RamshornCemetery.

• Plan for sometest / trial street greening / events,

perhaps coinciding with COP26.

SHORTTERM

• Develop anOpenSpace / StreetGreeningPlan for the 

Merchant City. Consult with local residents,business 

communityanddevelopers/ landownersof keysites. 

Identify priority interventions andtest / pilot projects. 

Implementand monitor impacts.Develop business 

caseto progress permanent implementation.

MEDIUMTERM

• Progress to design,procure and construct greening / 

soft landscape interventions. Monitor impacts.

LONGTERM

• Monitor impactsandcontinue to extend

implementation.

Keystakeholders

Glasgow City Council, local communities, GGCVGN,

GlasgowCity InnovationDistrict

Impact/ reach/ term
High Impact / LocalProject / Short to LongTerm

Justifications / observations

Strong sentiment in the local community, confirmed by

cityscape analysis, indicates that there is a distrinct lack

of quality open space, especially green / soft landscaped

open space in the Merchant City. Local residents are

especially vocal about the lack of green space being

incorporated in the development of gaps sites in the area.

Furthermore the climate neutral City Innovation District,

and the broader ambition to introduce urban greening,

rain gardens / surface water management and increased

biodiversity would support the introduction of street greening

in the Merchant City.

The Merchant City, in the area west of the High Street / Saltmarket,

has very little green space. It needs more quality green space and

soft landscaping. Whilst Glasgow Green and (Y)our River Park provide

major open space amenity in the District smaller, localised pocket

parks and parklets are required to ‘soften’ the urban experience,

improvethelookandfeelof theareaandenhanceaccesstonature.

Those open spaces currently available (Candleriggs, King Street

Car Park, Ingram Street Car Park, gap sites either side of TIC) are

all earmarked for development. Whilst ongoing discussions with

landowners and developers need to be concluded with respect to the

provision of open (and green) public spaces on these sites, renewed

focus is required to consider ways to re-green the streets across the

MerchantCity- atfirsttemporarilyandin-timeonapermanentbasis.

With the prospect of a (S)low Car Neighbourhood in the Merchant

Cityopportunities to re-greenstreets suchasHutcheson,Brunswick,

Albion,WilsonandBellStreetandCandleriggsshouldbeexplored in

addition to new pocket green / open spaces in the Candleriggs and

KingStreetCarParkdevelopmentsites.Ensuringpublicaccesstothe

RamshornCemeteryand improved links to the refreshed Rottenrow

Gardens, as well as the planned EIIPR Avenues enhancements on

GeorgeStreet andArgyle Street / Trongateshould help to transform

the street scene in Merchant City - a greener,softer environment.

See (Y)our Well Connected Merchant City Chapter and Low Traffic

Neighbourhood Project Cards.
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MC2.4GreeningMerchantCity

Providing much-needed greenspace and soft 

landscaping in the District

Action plan

Merchant City is

even better with

street trees and

greenspaces



District Project Project Name Action Theme

Merchant City MC 1.2 High Street Station Upgrade
Support Network Rails station improvement plan and improved connectivity 

to the East end via Bell Street and pedestrian/cycle bridge
Well Connected

Merchant City MC 1.6 City Union Line 
Establish scope to activate underused spaces to support local networks and 

future investment.
Well Connected

Merchant City MC 2.1 The High Street Explore funding options to develop concept designs to improve public realm
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City MC 2.4 Greening Merchant City
Explore sustainable greening and soft landscaping opportunities throughout 

the district

Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Argyle Street East
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Glassford Street
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Stockwell Street
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Clyde Street
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Hanover Street
Great Streets and 

Spaces

Merchant City Avenue Miller Street
Great Streets and 

Spaces
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(Y)our historiccentre

(Y)our Buchanancluster

(Y)ourHighStreethub

(Y)our Trongatecentre

(Y)our riverside attractor

(Y)our newHigh Streets

(Y)ournew public space

(Y)ourplace to live andwork

(Y)our programmatic characters

(Y)our CowcaddensCross

The ‘upgrade’of Glasgow City Centre
Whatare the effects of the ambitions andactions from theStrategicDevelopment 

Frameworks andDistrict Regeneration Frameworks 1-5 and6-9



(Y)our Future




